
  
City 
Population 
2000 

 
City 
Population 
Estimate 
2005 
 
 

 
Percent 
Change 
 

 
County 
Population
2000 

 
County 
Population 
Estimate 
2005 

 
Percent 
Change 

 
City vs. 
County 
Percentage 
Point  
Difference 
2005 

Ann Arbor 114,024 113,271 -0.7 322,895 341,847 5.9 -6.6 
Battle Creek 53,364 53,202 -0.3 137,985 139,191 0.9 -1.2 
Detroit 951,270 886,671 -6.8 2,061,162 1,998,217 -3.1 -3.7 
Flint 124,943 118,551 -5.1 436,141 443,883 1.8 -6.9 
Grand Rapids 197,800 193,780 -2.0 574,335 596,666 3.9 -5.9 
Kalamazoo 77,145 72,700 -5.8 238,603 240,536 0.8 -6.6 
Lansing 119,128 115,518 -3.0 279,320 278,592 -0.3 -2.7 
Muskegon 40,105 39,919 -0.5 170,200 175,554 3.1 -3.6 
Pontiac 66,337 67,331 1.5 1,194,156 1,214,361 1.7 -0.2 
Saginaw  61,799 58,361 -5.6 210,039 208,356 -0.8 -4.8 
Traverse City 14,532 14,513 -0.1 77,654 83,971 8.1 -8.2 
Warren 138,247 135,311 -2.1 788,149 829,453 5.2 -7.3 
Wyoming 69,368 70,122 1.1 574,335 596,666 3.9 -2.8 
    
Total 2,028,062 1,939,250 -4.4 6,490,639 6,550,627 0.9 -5.3 
State Population 9,938,444 10,120,860 1.8  
    
Urban as Percentage of State 20.4 19.2 -6.1  
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Percent 
Change 
 

 
County 
Population 
2000 

 
County 
Population 
Estimate 
2005 

 
Percent 
Change 

 
City vs. 
County 
Percentage 
Point  
Difference 
2005 

Ann Arbor 114,024 113,271-0.7322,895 341,8475.9-6.6 
Battle Creek 53,364 53,202-0.3137,985 139,1910.9-1.2 
Detroit 951,270 886,671-6.82,061,162 1,998,217-3.1-3.7 
Flint 124,943 118,551-5.1436,141 443,8831.8-6.9 
Grand Rapids 197,800 193,780-2.0574,335 596,6663.9-5.9 
Kalamazoo 77,145 72,700-5.8238,603 240,5360.8-6.6 
Lansing 119,128 115,518-3.0279,320 278,592-0.3-2.7 
Muskegon 40,105 39,919-0.5170,200 175,5543.1-3.6 
Pontiac 66,337 67,3311.51,194,156 1,214,3611.7-0.2 
Saginaw  61,799 58,361-5.6210,039 208,356-0.8-4.8 
Traverse City 14,532 14,513-0.177,654 83,9718.1-8.2 
Warren 138,247 135,311-2.1788,149 829,4535.2-7.3 
Wyoming 69,368 70,1221.1574,335 596,6663.9-2.8 
    
Total 2,028,062 1,939,250-4.46,490,639 6,550,6270.9-5.3 
State Population 9,938,444 10,120,8601.8  
    
Urban as Percentage of State 20.4 19.2-6.1  
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General Obligation Bond Rating, 1990, 2000 and 2005  

* Moody’s Bond Ratings 
Source: Standard & Poors, Inc. (ratings effective 6/30/05) 

  

All cities have investment grade bond ratings. 

In assigning a rating for  
general obligation bonds, the 
rating agencies assess  
the following factors: 
 
• Economy 
• Debt structure 
• Financial condition 
• Demographic factors 
• Management practices of 

the governing body of 
administrators. 

 Moody's Standard and Poor's 
Best Quality Aaa AAA 
High Quality Aa1 AA+ 
 Aa2 AA 
 Aa3 AA- 
Upper Medium Grade A1 A+ 
 A2 A 
 A3 A- 
Medium Grade Baa1 BBB+ 
 Baa2 BBB 
 Baa3 BBB- 

Bond Rating Chart 

Four cities saw their 
general obligation bond 
ratings decline over the 
past five years. 
 
Other categories of 
bonds (schools, munici-
pal revenue, industrial 
development) may 
have different ratings. 

 1990 Bond Rating 2000 Bond Rating 2005 Bond Rating 
 

Ann Arbor A+ AA+ AAA 

Battle Creek A+ A+ A+ 

Detroit BBB A- BBB+ 

Flint BBB+ Baa2* Baa3* 

Grand Rapids A+ AA Aa2* 

Kalamazoo AA AA AA 

Lansing AA AA+ Aa3* 

Muskegon BBB A A 

Pontiac BBB BBB+ Aa3* 

Saginaw  A A- (n/a) 

Traverse City Aaa* A Aaa* 

Warren Aaa* A+ AA- 

Wyoming A* A+ AA 




