
29 

  
City 
Population
2000 

 
City 
Population
Estimate 
2005 
 
 

 
Percent 
Change 
 

 
County 
Population
2000 

 
County 
Population 
Estimate 
2005 

 
Percent 
Change 

 
City vs. 
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Difference 
2005 

Ann Arbor 114,024 113,271 -0.7 322,895 341,847 5.9 -6.6
Battle Creek 53,364 53,202 -0.3 137,985 139,191 0.9 -1.2
Detroit 951,270 886,671 -6.8 2,061,162 1,998,217 -3.1 -3.7
Flint 124,943 118,551 -5.1 436,141 443,883 1.8 -6.9
Grand Rapids 197,800 193,780 -2.0 574,335 596,666 3.9 -5.9
Kalamazoo 77,145 72,700 -5.8 238,603 240,536 0.8 -6.6
Lansing 119,128 115,518 -3.0 279,320 278,592 -0.3 -2.7
Muskegon 40,105 39,919 -0.5 170,200 175,554 3.1 -3.6
Pontiac 66,337 67,331 1.5 1,194,156 1,214,361 1.7 -0.2
Saginaw  61,799 58,361 -5.6 210,039 208,356 -0.8 -4.8
Traverse City 14,532 14,513 -0.1 77,654 83,971 8.1 -8.2
Warren 138,247 135,311 -2.1 788,149 829,453 5.2 -7.3
Wyoming 69,368 70,122 1.1 574,335 596,666 3.9 -2.8
  
Total 2,028,062 1,939,250 -4.4 6,490,639 6,550,627 0.9 -5.3
State Population 9,938,444 10,120,860 1.8  
  
Urban as Percentage of State 20.4 19.2 -6.1  
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Ann Arbor 114,024113,271-0.7 322,895 341,8475.9-6.6 
Battle Creek 53,36453,202-0.3 137,985 139,1910.9-1.2 
Detroit 951,270886,671-6.8 2,061,162 1,998,217-3.1-3.7 
Flint 124,943118,551-5.1 436,141 443,8831.8-6.9 
Grand Rapids 197,800193,780-2.0 574,335 596,6663.9-5.9 
Kalamazoo 77,14572,700-5.8 238,603 240,5360.8-6.6 
Lansing 119,128115,518-3.0 279,320 278,592-0.3-2.7 
Muskegon 40,10539,919-0.5 170,200 175,5543.1-3.6 
Pontiac 66,33767,3311.5 1,194,156 1,214,3611.7-0.2 
Saginaw  61,79958,361-5.6 210,039 208,356-0.8-4.8 
Traverse City 14,53214,513-0.1 77,654 83,9718.1-8.2 
Warren 138,247135,311-2.1 788,149 829,4535.2-7.3 
Wyoming 69,36870,1221.1 574,335 596,6663.9-2.8 
    
Total 2,028,0621,939,250-4.4 6,490,639 6,550,6270.9-5.3 
State Population 9,938,44410,120,8601.8   
    
Urban as Percentage of State 20.419.2-6.1   

State of Michigan Cities: An Index of Urban Prosperity www.mihelp.org 

MEAP test scores improved by nearly ten percentage points  
relative to the 1999-2000 school year. 

Note: School districts and their cities are rarely coterminous; all schools data are presented by district, not city. 
                                 Source: Center for Educational Performance and Information (CEPI); Michigan Department of Education. 

Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP) 
Percentage of Composite Passing Scores, School Years 2000 and 2005 
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This significant increase in 
MEAP scores is partially  
attributable to a school  
districts’ pursuit of im-
proved Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) as defined 
by the No Child Left  
Behind Act of 2001.  Since 
MEAP scores are an im-
portant component of 
AYP, districts have im-
proved item and  
content analysis of previ-
ous tests, partially ac-
counting for these signifi-
cant increases.   
 
However, MEAP gains 
were even greater outside 
of cities, as only Ann Arbor 
Schools and Traverse City 
Schools outperformed 
their intermediate school 
districts. 
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Ann Arbor Public Schools 71.2 84.7 19.0 77.1 7.6 14.1

Battle Creek School District 42.4 50.7 19.6 65.8 -15.1 -19.9

Detroit Public Schools 42.0 47.9 14.0 60.5 -12.6 -22.7

Flint Community Schools 32.6 45.8 40.5 68.8 -23.0 -24.8

Grand Rapids Public Schools 40.4 43.4 7.4 72.4 -29.0 -27.2

Kalamazoo School District 49.6 58.2 17.3 74.1 -15.9 -12.4

Lansing School District 46.7 60.1 28.7 73.5 -13.4 -10.5

Muskegon Public Schools 41.6 49.0 17.8 66.7 -17.7 -21.6

Pontiac School District 35.3 56.6 60.3 78.0 -21.4 -14.0

Saginaw City School District 39.9 48.5 21.6 56.8 -8.3 -22.1

Traverse City Area Public Schools 66.7 80.5 20.7 80.3 0.2 9.9

Warren Consolidated Schools 64.9 70.7 8.9 73.2 -2.5 0.1

Wyoming Public Schools 61.8 64.3 4.0 72.4 -8.1 -6.3

    

Average (not weighted) 48.9 58.5 19.7 70.7 -12.2 -12.1

State 57.1 70.6 70.6 

MEAP scores are, for better or 
worse, the most widely-cited 
measure of public school  
performance, due to the fact 
that they are the primary  
metric used by the State to 
gauge school performance.   
 
MEAP tests are administered 
across several grade levels at all 
public (including charter) 
schools in the State. In the 
2004-2005 school year, MEAP 
test scores improved in  
Michigan’s cities by nearly  
ten percentage points relative 
to the 1999-2000 school year. 
 
 




