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Sustainability
Frameworks

Sector General
Principles

Tools Analysis
Sector Measures

Processes

Rules
Governing Human 
Interaction with the 
Earth’s Systems

Natural Laws 
of the Earth

• Leading Energy and 
Environmental Design 
(LEED)
• BIFMA e3‐2008 
Sustainability Standard

• Life Cycle Analysis 
(LCA)
• Environmental 
Footprint

•Global Reporting 
Initiative (GRI)
•Environmental Impacts
•Greenhouse Gas (GHG)

•Agenda 21
•Tallories Declaration
•CERES

•Earth Charter

•Natural Step

Source: Adapted Business Guide to Sustainability

•Environmental 
Management Systems 
(EMS)
•Design for Environment 
(DFE)
•Sustainable  Business 
Development

Laws, Rules, 
Principles, and Tools



What does Sustainability “Really” Mean?

• Integrating our social and economic lives into the environment in ways that tend to enhance or 
maintain rather than degrade or destroy the environment

• Passing on our natural inheritance, not necessarily unchanged, but undiminished in its ability 
to meet the needs of future generations 

• Staying within the balance point amongst population, consumption and waste assimilation so 
that watersheds and bioregions can maintain their ability to recharge and regenerate

• Improving the Quality of Life for residents of our neighborhoods and communities

• Pursuing economic vitality through innovation, reinvestment, job, and wealth creation 

Outcomes

Community 
Engagement

Continuous
Improvement

More Balanced or 
Effective State

Collaborations
and

Partnerships

Source: Adapted Dave Ewoldt, Post Carbon Institute

Creativity



True Sustainability

Social
• Human Rights
• Poverty
• Injustice
• Education Attainment
• Health and Wellness

Cultural
• Identity

• Diversity

• Heritage

• Values

Environmental
• Pollution Prevention

• Preservation Natural Resources

• Prevention Toxic Wastes
• Reducing Environmental Impact 

Economic
• Securing necessary resources 
• Job and Wealth Creation

• Efficiencies and Value Creation

“Protecting and 
Restoring the 
Ecosystem”

“Other People 
Matter”

“Protecting and 
Valuing Cultural 

Capital”

“Operating 
Profitability”

Adapted: Strategy for Sustainability, Adam Werbach



Community 
Stakeholder

Collaborations and  
Partnerships

Private Sector Public Sector

Service Sector Academic 
Sector

• Cities
• Communities
• Townships

• Businesses
• Suppliers
• Customers

• Schools
• Colleges
• Universities

• NGO’s

Sustainability Values
Inclusiveness

Mutual 
Accountability

Transparency Leadership

Best Practices Empowerment

ReinvestmentLife Long 
Learning



Sustainable Development
Capital Formation

People/Equity
• Human Capital
• Social Capital
• Knowledge Capital
• Political Capital 

Planet/Environment
• Natural Capital

Profit/Economy
• Financial Capital
• Asset Capital
• Shared Capital

Culture
• Cultural Capital
• Community Capital



Sustainability on Campus at Grand Valley State University
An Integrated and Interdisciplinary Approach
www.gvsu.edu/sustainability

Education for 
Sustainability
(Faculty)

Student 
Involvement
(Students)

Administration, 
Campus Dining 
and Campus 
Operations
(Staff)

Community 
Engagement

GVSU
Sustainability

Initiative

Administration

Sustainability Reinvestment Fund

GVSU 2010-2015 Strategic Plan

American College and University 
President’s Climate Commitment 

(ACUPCC)

Sustainability Indicator Report
www.gvsu.edu/sir08

Campus Dining

Local, Organic, Fair Trade Food 
Purchases

Food Composting

Recycling Oils and Greases

Campus Operations

LEED Buildings

Energy Savings Projects

Bus Ridership

Farmers Market

Community Sustainability Partnership 
(www.grpartners.org)

UN University RCE Designation

Green and Local Purchasing (www.wmspc.org)

City of Grand Rapids (www.sustainabilitygr.com) 

Seeds of Promise Initiative (www.seedsofpromise.net)

Natural Resources Management
Major and Minor

Liberal Studies Major with an
Emphasis in Sustainability

Environmental Studies Minor

Sustainability Theme  
e.g. Earth and Environment

Sustainability Certificates
e.g. Green Chemistry

Student Sustainability 
Partnership

Annual Campus Sustainability 
Week

RecycleMania

Annual Environmental 
Awareness Week

Sustainability Pledge

Community Garden

http://www.gvsu.edu/sir08
http://www.grpartners.org/
http://www.wmspc.org/
http://www.sustainabilitygr.com/
http://www.seedsofpromise.net/


Grand Rapids 
Community 

Sustainability 
Partnership

www.grpartners.org

Renewable 
Energy

Alternative 
Fuels and 
Vehicles

Green and 
LEED 

Buildings

Water 
Conservation

Climate 
Mitigation

Energy 
Conservation

Waste 
Minimization/

Recycling

Health and 
WellnessSustainable 

Business Best 
Practices

Education for 
Sustainable 

Development

Green and 
Sustainability 

Purchasing

• City of Grand Rapids
• Chamber of Commerce

• Clean Cities Initiatives

• Great Lakes St. Lawrence 
Cities Initiative
• City of Grand Rapids

• Michigan Climate Action Council
• City of Grand Rapids
• Progressive AE
• GVSU

Sustainable Community Development 
Activity Examples

• City of Grand Rapids
• Cascade Engineering

•

• West MI USGBC Chapter

www.wmspc.org

• United Nations University 
Regional Center Expertise 
Education for Sustainable 
Development 

• www.wmsbf.org
• www.bifma.org

• MSU Kent County 
Extension
• Spectrum Health
• Metro Health

• Electronic Waste 
• Food Composting
• Zero Waste

http://www.wmspc.org/
http://www.wmsbf.org/
http://www.bifma.org/


Sustainable Neighborhood Development
Activity Examples

Seeds of Promise
(www.seedsofpromise.net)

(Dickinson Elementary School 
Neighborhood Community)

Tutoring of Students
• GVSU Honors College
• Burton Heights Ministries
• Madison Square Church
• Calvin College

Neighborhood 
Revitalization
• Lighthouse Communities
• City of Grand Rapids (Neighborhood 
Re-investment Plan)
• Neighborhood Ventures

Leadership Development
• Salvation Army KROC Center 
(Leadership Academy)
• Bridge the Gap Ministries
• Lighthouse Communities

Databasing of 
Community Assets
• GVSU Community Research Institute

Neighborhood Indicators
And Progress Reporting
• GVSU, Neighborhood Ventures, Salvation 
Army, City of Grand Rapids, MSU Kent 
County Extension, others)

Workforce 
Development
• Cascade Engineering (Career to 
Progressions)

Administration
• Scott Allen, Advertising
• Community Development 
Impact Ministration

Mentoring of Family 
Members
• Family Promise
• Parent Pro

Youth Development
• Boy Scouts of America
• Girl Scouts of West Michigan
• True Success
• Cascade Engineering 

“Deep Listening”
• Neighborhood Ventures

Educational Programs
• United Way (Schools of Hope)
• City of Grand Rapids (Ready by 21)
• AIME Association
• Dickinson Elementary School

Health, Wellness 
and Nutrition
• Kids Food Baskets
• MSU Kent County 
Extension (Obesity)

Community Services
• Heart of West Michigan United Way
• Home Repair Service 
• MSU Kent County Extension (Survival 
Guide)

Faith Based Initiatives
• Bridge the GAP Ministries
• Mending Hearts Ministries
• City Hope Ministries
• Grand Rapids First Church
• Speak Life Boutique
• United Prayer Coalition
• West Michigan Prayer Center



Sustainability Moving Forward

Strong social, economic, environmental, and cultural values

Government, market, community, academic partnerships

Passion and empowerment

Possibilities, outcomes, targets, and measurements

Grassroots efforts, feed back, and input

Acting now to do something good for today and tomorrow

Faith in people

Shared and knowledge capital

Changing behaviors

Monitoring, reporting, and celebrating sustainable development 
progress



“This generation…

• Connected its community with the environment, 
maximizing commerce and nature;

• Responded to the challenge of globalization by 
becoming more diverse and flexible;

• Developed a city that was productive with a style 
that led the State and Country back to prosperity;

• Demanded neighborhoods where neighbors and 
children were safe;

• Supported schools that recognized each child’s 
potential and its value for future economic gain;

• Truly created a community of sustained life”

(Mayor George K. Heartwell)

“The time is always right to do what is right”
Martin Luther King

Norman Christopher
Director of Sustainability
Grand Valley State University                                   
One Campus Drive, 224 LOH                                       
Allendale, MI  49401                                            
616.331.7461 (P) – 616.331.8658 (F)

What Will Our 7th Generation Say?
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